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XLI. On the Birds of East Prussia. 
By Ernst Hartert.—Part I. 


(Concluded from p. 372.] 


Microrus arus (L.). 

Common. Arrives in Kast Prussia later than in Western 
Germany. In the vast forests of the south-eastern parts 
they are often found breeding in hollow trees. 


CAPRIMULGUS EUROP£US, L. 
Common, breeding all over the province. 


Gecinus viripis (L.). 

Commonly breeding ; eggs taken in May. Eastern speci- 
mens seem to have larger bills as a rule, but I have not 
sufficicnt material at hand to make out whether this is con- 
stant or not. 

GECINUS canus (Gm.). 

This Woodpecker, which is so common in Hesse and other 
parts of Germany, is extremely rare in Prussia. I have only 
seen one, killed near Blandau in December 1877. 


DENDROCOPUS MAJOR (L.). 
Very numerous everywhere. As a rule the bills of East- 


Prussian specimens are rather strong. 


Denprocorus MEDIUS (L.). 
By no means rare in the woods, but not found every- 


where. 

DENDROCOPUS MINOR (L.). 

Is found in many localities, except in the vast pine-forests, 
but is rare. 


Denprocopus LEUCONOTUS (Bechst.). 

Very rare, and only observed in the vast pine-forests of 
tke south-east. As it is no doubt a stationary bird, it must 
necessarily breed in East Prussia. 

Picus Martius, L. 

The Great Black Woodpecker is still rather numerous in 
the great forests of East Prussia. It makes its large nest- 
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holes chiefly in old pine-trees, but I have found them also in 


oaks, Populus tremula, and Alnus glutinosa. The eggs are 
laidin the middle of April. 


Iynx TORQUILLA, L. 
Rather common. Eggs generally not found much before 
June. 


MEROPS APIASTER, L. 

Has occurred as a straggler in East Prussia. Two speci- 
mens shot in Samland are in the Königsberg Museum. 
Klein has also mentioned the Bee-eater as occurring in 
Prussia. 


ALCEDO ISPIDA, L. 
The Kingfisher is rather rare, and nowhere so common as 
in the western parts of Germany. 


CORACIAS GARRULA, L. 


Not rare in suitable localities, arriving from the end of 
April to nearly the middle of May. Its food consists chiefly 
of beetles, such as species of Geotrupes, Melolontha, Prionus, 
and others, but especially of different species of Geotrupes. 
The Scarabeide of the genus Copris, and other genera allied to 
Geotrupes, Copris, &c., are the principal food of all Coraciidee. 
I have dissected the stomachs of several species of Coracias 
and of Eurystomus afer in Africa, as also of Eurystomus 
orientalis, Coracias indica and affinis in India, and I have 
always found them containing a similar food. 


Upupa EPors, L. 
Not rare. 


CUCULUS CANORUS, L. 
Common. Does not arrive before the 20th of April. 


STRIX FLAMMEA, L. 

Not rare. Generally breeds in spring, chiefiy in May, 
but occasionally in autumn. Several such occurrences have 
been published, one of the first, if not the first of all, by 
Graf Roedern in the J. f. O. I once found nestlings on the 
6th of November not far from Königsberg. 
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GLAUCIDIUM PASSERINUM, L. 

Very rare, but has been shot at different times of the year. 
As this Owl is a stationary bird all the year round, there can 
be no doubt that it breeds in Nast Prussia, although J cannot 
prove the fact. It has no doubt been commoner in times 
past, when old trees were more numerous than nowadays. 


GLAUCIDIUM NOCTUA (Retz.). 

I unite the genera Carine and Glaucidium into one genus 
because there are many foreign species in which the charac- 
ters used to separate them are not easily recognizable. 

The present species is not very common in Prussia, but well 
known. I once found a nest ina hole of ariver-bank. Eggs 
are laid in the middle of May. 


NYcTALA TENGMALMI (Gm.). 

This Owl has been shot in several months of the year. 
As it seems to be a resident bird all the year round, it 
probably breeds within the limits of North-castern Germany, 
but this has not yet been proved. 


Surnia ULULA (L.). 

Chiefly observed in October. Very rare in many years, 
but common in others. In all probability it has been a 
regular breeder in North-castern Prussia in times past. In 
our days this must occur very seldom, although it may do 
so sometimes. This Owl breeds in the Russian Baltic pro- 
vinces, not very far from East Prussia. 


Nycrea scanpiaca (L.). 

Occurs every winter in East Prussia; it is generally very 
rare, but sometimes rather numerous. According to Brehm 
(‘Thierleben’), it was found breeding in 1843 in the district 
of Ragnit. 


SYRNIUM URALENSE (Pall.). 

This rare Owl breeds regularly in some of the north- 
eastern forests of East Prussia. The eggs are deposited in the 
nests of Buzzards and other larger birds of prey or in hollow 
trees. The eggs are laid in April, mostly in the first half 
of the month. The cry of the male is similar to the loud 
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barking of a large dog ; that of the female is an unmelodious 
Sercecks (Cf Schmidt, J. f. ©. 1985, p.«82, Harter, 
‘ Feinde der Jagd,’ p. 81 (1885); id. Mitth. orn. Ver. Wien, 
1887.) 


SYRNIUM LAPPONIcUM (Retz.). 
Has been killed, in 1832, in the district of Gumbinnen. It 
is of very rare occurrence in the eastern parts of Germany. 


Syrnium ALUCO (L.). 
Common. 


Asto AccIPITRINUS (Pall.). 

Extremely common during its migration, especially in 
October, less numerous in spring. It undoubtedly breeds 
regularly in East Prussia, but in very small numbers. 


Asio orus (L.). 


Breeds in East Prussia, but is more numerous during 
migration. The eggs, which are always deposited in old nests 
of Crows or other birds, are usually found in April, but 
the time when they are laid is very uncertain. They are 
sometimes found rather late in May, sometimes early in 
April or even in March. 


Bozo sugo (L.). 

Is absent from many parts of the pine-forests of the south- 
east, but not rare in the north-eastern parts. The eggs are 
sometimes deposited on the ground, but usually in old nests 
of the larger birds of prey. The young birds are often 
reared by the foresters and sold for use in the “ Krahen- 
hitte,’ to attract the crows, ravens, and birds of prey—an 
interesting sport much in favour in many parts of Germany. 


FALCO PEREGRINUS, L. 

A regular breeder in all the pine-forests of larger size, rarer 
in other woods. It arrives at its breeding-places early in 
March, and I have found an egg in the last days of March, 
but the clutch is generally not ready before April. As rocks 
are entirely absent from East Prussia, the Peregrine always 
breeds in trees, almost always in pines. The eggs are usually 
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three in number, but in East Prussia four are often found. 
According to my observations the male assists the female in 
incubation. 


Fatco #saLon, Tunst. 
Not very rare during the migration-period, chiefly in Octo- 
ber. I did not meet with it in the middle of the winter, 


FALCO SUBBUTEO, L. 
Rather scarce. Breeds very late, eggs not being found 
before the middle of June. 


CERCHNEIS TINNUNCULUS (L.). 


Very common. Exceptionally a pair remains during the 
winter, then frequenting old towers or castles. 


CERCHNEIS VESPERTINA (L.). 

Generally a rare visitor during migration, but sometimes 
occurring in quantities. In September 1887 great numbers 
passed through East Prussia. I saw at least a hundred 
myself, and specimens were obtained in many parts of East 
Prussia. All those that I observed were in young plu- 
mage; not a single old bird was obtained or seen, so far 
as I could make out. In the following spring, on the 9th 
and 10th of May, I saw a troop of five old females and 
one male, but they remained a few days only and did not 
breed. In 1884 I saw a pair late in May and during the first 
days of June, but they also did not breed there. Probably 
this species passes through much more frequently than it is 
supposed to do. 


PANDION HALIAETUS (L.). 
Not rare in many suitable localities, but not found every- 
where. Eggs are laid in the second half of May. 


PERNIS APivorvs (L.). 

A somewhat rare bird in East Prussia, but breeds regu- 
larly. 

Mitvus mitvvs (L.). 

Not rare. Arrives in March and lays its eggs in April 
and May. If possible it takes an old nest of another bird, 
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hut if it does not succeed in finding one it builds a new nest 
of rather small size, which being used for many subsequent 
years grows by-and-by into a very large “ horst.” 

Mitvus mrierans (Bodd.). 

Commoner than the former in watery districts, especially 
near the Frische Haff, in the districts of Johannisburg, 
Sensburg, Allenstein, Lotzen, and others. Returns at the 
end of March or in April. The breeding-time varies much, 
but the eggs are gencrally laid much later than those of 
Milvus milvus. This species, as well as the last-named, is 
extremely fond of lining the nest with coloured rags and 
papers, often not in the best and cleanest condition. 


Bureo suteo (L.). 

The Buzzard is extremely common. I have found full 
clutches of eggs at the end of March, but generally they are 
not fuil before April. It seems likely that Buteo desertorum 
occurs as an accidental straggler, but supposed specimens 
of it should always be examined by an experienced ornitho- 
logist. 

ARcHIBUTEO LAGOPUS (Briinn.). 

Very numerous from October to April, especially in more 
open districts. Seems to avoid the interior of large forests. 
This bird is a Buzzard, and by no means an Eagle. All its 
movements, its bill and feet, are those of a true Buzzard. 
Even at a distance when gliding through the air it can be 
recognized as a Buzzard by the wings being held above 
the horizontal line. 


HALIAETUS ALBICILLA (L.). 

Often seen on the coasts in winter, but also still breeds 
occasionally. 

AQUILA cHRysaitus (L.). 

Often shot in winter, rarcly in summer. There ean be little 
doubt that even at the present day a few pairs breed here and 
therc in the large forests of the eastern parts of the province, 
but it iseverywhere vigorously persecuted by the forester’s gun. 


AQUILA POMARINA, Brehm. 
As regards the name of this Eagle, I think that “ nevia,” 
Suit, VI.—VOL. IVY. 2M 
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maculata, and the other older names are more or less 
doubtful, and that we do best to accept Brehm’s term, which 
doubtless refers to the small North-German form. 

This Eagle is found everywhere in the greater forests of 
East Prussia, and is one of the commonest birds of prey. 

It arrives at the beginning of April. Eggs are laid in 
East Prussia from the first days of May until the middle of 
the month, and sometimes later. Thc number of eggs is 
mostly two, but very often one only is found. It has been 
stated that this bird occasionally lays three eggs, but I have 
never found more than two. 

The large nest is placed on different kinds of trees, on pines 
and firs as well as on oaks and other foliaged trees, generally 
not very high above the ground. 


AQUILA CLANGA, Pall. 

The Larger Spotted Eagle is of very rare occurrence in East 
Prussia, but specimens have been procured from time to time, 
and it breeds exceptionally in the province. 


Crrcaitus GALLIcus (Gm.). 

This bird is rare in East Prussia, but it breeds regularly 
in different parts of the province, especially in the south- 
eastern district, where lakes abound. 


AcciPi1TER NISUS (L.). 
A permanent resident. 


AstuR PALUMBARIUS (L.). 
Found during the whole year, but less common than the 
last species. 


CIRCUS SWAINSONI, Smith. 
Often shot on migration in autumn; in most years very 
rare, but rather numerous in 1890 and less so in 1891. 


Circus cyaneus (L.). 
More numerous, and especially in September. Breeds in 
small numbers. 


CIRCUS CINERACEUS (Mont.). 
This species is rather more frequently met with than Circus 
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swainsoni. It apparently breeds occasionally, as I have seen 
specimens that were shot in summer; but if it breeds it is 
certainly a rare bird. 


Circus £RvuGINosus (L.). 
Common in swampy districts. 


Vuttur monacuus (L.). 


A specimen was killed in June 1881. Kuown as an 
accidental straggler even more to the north. 


Gyrs ruLvus (Gm.). 
Several times as an accidental straggler. Killed in the 
spring of 1844, in 1851, and in June 1881. 


TURTUR TURTUR (L.). 
Generally not rare. 


CoLUMBA ŒÑas, L. 

Generally very common. Arrives late in March or about 
the middle of that month, and leaves the country in October. 
It does not winter in East Prussia. 


COLUMBA PALUMBUS, L. 
In most localities common. It does not winter in this 
country, but it often docs in Western and Southern Germany. 


TETRAO BONASIA, L. 

Not rare now in many parts of East Prussia, especially 
in the forests of the cast, but is said to have been much 
more numerous formerly. I have proofs that it was once 
frequently met with in certain forests where it is not found 
now. 


TETRAO TETRIX, L. 
Although still not rare in many forests was no doubt 
much more numerous in former times. 


TETRAO UROGALLUS, L. 
Only found in a few large forests. Hybrids between 
T. urogallus and T. tetri have been shot a few times. 


Lacorvs tacorus (L.). 
This species was commoner in former times, but beeame 
very rare after the drying up and cultivation of the large 
2M 2 
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moors. At present it is, so far as I could make out, only 
met with on the great moor in the district of Dingken, and 
in small numbers. This is the only place in Germany where 


it occurs. 


COTURNIX COTURNIX (L.). 
Not numerous in East Prussia. 


PERDIX PERDIX (L.). 
Common, but suffers much from severe winters. 


ARDEA GARZETTA, L. 
Two specimens were killed many years ago near Pillau. 
They are preserved in the Königsberg Muscum. 


ARDEA PURPUREA, L. 

I think Bock’s ‘ Ardea violacea vel Ardea rubra” (‘Natur- 
forscher, 1778) is referable to this species. ” It may occur 
as an accidental straggler. 


ARDEA CINEREA, L. 

Common, breeding in large colonies, but occasionally in 
single pairs. 

ARDEOLA RALLOIDES (Scop.). 

May accidentally occur, as it has been killed in West 
Prussia. 


ARpDETTA MINUTA (L.). 
I have only met with this bird a few times, but it seems to 


be much less rare than I once believed it to be. 


NYCTICORAX NYCTICORAX (L.). 

Bock states (‘ Naturforscher; 1778) that the Night Heron 
breeds in Prussia. He received specimens on the 18ti of 
May, 1849. I shot a young bird in the first plumage on 
the 30th of August, 1880, near Pillau. 


BOTAURUS STELLARIS (L.). 
Common during migration, but also found breeding in 
many localities. I have taken eggs in the middle of May. 


Crconra CICoONIA (L.). 
Common and breeding. 
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Ciconia NIGRA, L. 
By no means rare, although not found everywhere. No- 
where else in Germany so numerous as in East Prussia. 


PLATALEA LEUCORODIA, L. 

Has been killed several times. Bock states that a speci- 
men was shot in 1719 near Angerburg. In 1822 a pair were 
shot at Königsberg. 


SYRRHAPTES PARADOXUS (Pall.). 
During the two well-known invasions many specimens of 
this bird were observed and killed iu East Prussia. 


Futica ATRA, L. 

Extremely common on the Haffs and on some of the 
greater lakes, and apparently becoming more and more fre- 
quent on the smaller waters in several places. 


GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (L.). 

Very common on the smaller ponds and backwaters of 
rivers. It does not remain during the winter, as it often does 
in Western Germany. 


ORTYGOMETRA PORZANA (L.). 
Common. I have found a full clutch of 13 eggs as carly 
as the 10th of May. 


ORTYGOMETRA PARVA (Scop.). 

Specimens are seldom procured, but these birds are, no 
doubt, much more numerous than they are supposed to be. 
If there were more ornithologists to search for such birds, 
probably O. bailloni would be found also. 


Crex SREY, L. 
Common. 


RaLrLus aquaticus, L. 
Breeds regularly, but not in great numLlers, and is very 
locally distributed. 


Grus «rus (L.). 
Breeds in many suitable localities, 


OTIS TETRAX, L. 
Has been shot as a straggler. 
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OTIS TARDA, L. 

Is still found breeding in the “ Werder” between Danzig 
and Marienburg, but I do not know whether this is the 
case in East Prussia at present. In times past it nested in 
many places, and not long ago one was shot. 


SCOLOPAX RusTICULA, L. 

Numerous on migration, especially in autumn. Found 
breeding in many localities. Occasionally some are seen 
in the middle of winter, in December and January. 


GALLINAGO GALLINAGO (L.). 
Commonly breeding and very numerous on migration. 


GALLINAGO GALLINULA, L. 
Occurs commonly during migration, but I do not know of 
its breeding in recent times. 


GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gm.). 

Passes through in great numbers and breeds in some 
places in the north-eastern parts. F found it breeding in the 
district of Darkehmen. 


Numenius Pnæorus (L.). 
Of very rare occurrence on the coast. 


Numenius arquata (L.). 
Passes through in great numbers. I have not found its 
eggs, but it is said to breed in the north-east. 


Limosa ÆGOCEPHALA (L.). 
Not rare on passage. Not long ago it bred regularly in 
the district of Labiau, and probably still breeds there. 


LIMOSA LAPPONICA (L.). 
Fairly common on passage on the sea-coasts and on the 


Hafts. 


PHILOMACHUS PUGNAX (L.). 
Found breeding here and there, and passes through in 
great numbers. 


Toranus Hypoteveus (L.). 
Very numerous on passage. Breedsin many places. Eggs 
may be found at the end of May. 
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TOTANUS GLAREOLA (Gm.). 
Common during migration, but breeds in a few localities 
only. 


Toranus ocurorus (L.). 
Breeds in many forests. 


ToTaNUS CALIDRIS, L. 
I did not find this species breeding, but it is common on 
passage. 


Totanus Fuscus (L.). 
Of rather rare occurrence in autumn. 


Toranus LITTOREUS (L.). 
Common on passage, chiefly in autumn. 


ToTANUS STAGNATILIS, Bechst. 

This Eastern species was shot near Königsberg in May 
1863. It has been recorded from Prussia in May 1844 
(Bock, Bericht Privatschule, 1845). 


TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. 
Common in autumn. 


TRINGA TEMMINCKI, Leisl. 

Seems to be rarein Prussia. The only occurrence of which 
I know is that of six young birds on the 21st of August, 
1882, of which I shot two. 


Trinea sUBARCUATA (Güld.). 
On the coasts during migration in summer and autumn, 
but rather scarce. 


TRINGA ALPINA, L. 
Very common during migration. 


TRINGA CANUTUS, L. 
Not rare on migration. 


TRINGA MARITIMA, Brünn. 

This species has never been recorded from East Prussia. 
A female killed in West Prussia, in February 1850, is now 
in the Museum at Danzig. 
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CALIDRIS ARENARIA (L.). 
Very numerous in autumn along the sea-coast. 


PHALAROPUS LoBATUs (L.). 


Several times procured and observed on the Frische Haff, 
chiefly in September. 


RECURVIROSTRA AVOCETTA, L. 
Of very rare and irregular occurrence. 


CipicNemus ŒDICNEMUS (L.). 

I did not meet with this species in East Prussia, but it 
doubtless occurs there occasionally. It has been procured 
several times in West Prussia. It has been found breeding 
near Thorn (W. Prussia), and was shot near Riesenberg in 
June 1889. 


VANELLUS VANELLUS (L.). 
Common. 


CHARADRIUS DUBIUS, Scop. 
Breeds rather commonly. 


CHARADRIUS ALEXANDRINUS, L. 

I did not meet with this species, but Iferr Lindner in- 
forms me that the Museum of Königsberg possesses a speci- 
men that was shot in the province. 


CHARADRIUS HIATICULA, L. 
Common during migration. 


CHARADRIUS MORINELLUs, L. 

Passes through in autumn, according to the late E. von 
Homeyer and Herr Lindner (ia litt.). I did not meet with 
it, but it has been recorded by Bock. 


CHARADRIUS PLUVIALIS, L. 

Not rare on passage. I never met with it during the 
breeding-season, but Herr Kuwert states that it has been 
found breeding on his ground (Lindner, in litt.) 


CHARADRIUS SQUATAROLA (L.). 
Not uncommon during migration. 


Birds of East Prussia. 517 


ARENARIA INTERPRES (L.). 
Not common on migration in autumn. 


HaMatorus OSTRALEGUS, L. 
Very rare on migration. 


Cyanus oLor (Gm.). 

Breeds in small numbers on some of the greater lakes. 
The “ Anas cygnus” of Bock (‘ Naturforscher, 1778) is not 
the Anas cygnus of Linnæus, but Cygnus olor. 


Cyenus cyenus (L.). 
Numerous in spring and autumn, sometimes in the midst 
of winter. 


ANSER FINMARCHICUS, Gunn. 

I once saw a specimen in the hands of a bird-stuffer, which 
I believed to belong to this species, but I could not find it 
again for re-examination. 


ANSER SEGETUM (Gm.). 
Passes through in great numbers, chiefly in October and 


March. 


ANSER ARVENSIS, Brehm. 
I saw two specimens, killed near Königsberg in 1881, which 
quite agreed with the description of this form. 


ANSER ANSER (L.). 

Passes through carly in autumn and in spring, but is 
much less numerous than Anser segetum. I do not know 
of its breeding in East Prussia at the present time. 


ANSER ALBIFRONS (Scop.). 
Rather rare on the Baltic Sea and on the Haffs late in 
autumn. 


Branta LEUCOPSIS (Bechst.). 
Rare on the sea-coast and on the Kurische Haff. 


BRANTA BERNICLA (L.). 
Not rare on the sca-coast, and occasionally found in the 
interior. 
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Taporna TADORNA (L.). 
Has been shot occasionally near the coast. 


Anas crecca, L. 
Breeds regularly in East Prussia, but in small numbers. 
It is found on small waters inland. 


ANAS QUERQUEDULA, L. 


Breeds in great numbers on the Iaffs, but does not occur 
in winter. 


ANAS STREPERA, L. 

Not rare as a breeder on some of the lakes of the southern 
parts. Occurs also on passage. I found clutches in the 
second half of May, and even before that time. 


ANAS PENELOPE, L. 
Common on passage, but breeds in very small numbers 
only. 


ANAS acuta, L. 
Passes through on migration and breeds on some of the 
lakes. 


Anas Boscuas, L. 
Very common. A few are scen also in winter. 


SPATULA CLYPEATA (L.). 
Breeds in small numbers. 


FULIGULA FULIGULA (L.). 
Not rare in winter. 


FULIGULA MARILA (L.). 
In winter, but not very common, and only on the sea-coast. 


FULIGULA cLANGULA (L.). 

Common in winter. Breeds commonly in the southern 
and eastern parts in hollow trees, mostly high above the 
ground. 


FULIGULA FERINA (L.). 
Not rare on passage, and regularly breeds on some of the 
lakes. Eggs laid in the second half of May. 
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FuLicuLa nyroca (Giuld.). 
Not uncommon in summer. Eggs to be found in the 


middle of May. 


FULIGULA RUFINA (Pall.). 
A male and a female in the Königsberg Museum are 
stated to have been killed in the province. 


CLANGULA GLAUCION (L.). 
In immense numbers frequenting the sca-coast and the 
Haffs during the winter. 


HENICONETTA STELLERI (Pall.). 

This beautiful Duck was not very rare some time ago, 
especially from 1840 to 1850, and many were shot near Pillau 
and some near Danzig, but only on the sea. I have not 
been able to ascertain its occurrence within the last 25 years. 


SOMATERIA MOLLISSIMA (L.). 
A few may be observed every winter. An adult female 
was shot in August 1887 near Pillau. 


(EpEMrIA NIGRA (L.). 

(Epemra Fusca (L.). 

Both these species are not rare on the sea and the Hafts 
during the winter; the latter is somewhat the more common. 


MERGUS MERGANSER, L. 

This species is found in East Prussia during the winter, 
and breeds plentifully in the southern and eastern parts. 
The eggs are deposited in large hollow trees, and are laid 
from the end of April until the middle of May. 


MERGUS serrator, L. 

This species, too, breeds in East Prussia, but is not so 
numerous as the last-mentioncd. The eggs are deposited on 
the grassy islands, not in hollow trees. 


MERGUS ALBELLUS, L. 
Not rare during the winter until April. 


PELECANUS ONOCROTALUS, L. 
A specimen, of which a picture is in the Museum of Königs- 
berg, was killed near Johannisburg in 1608. 
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PHALACROCORAX CARBO (L.). 

I think that Bock’s Anas arborea, as well as his Pelecanus 
graculus, is referable to this species. At present there are 
several large colonies of Cormorants in East Prussia. In 
1884 I found a single nest on an island in the Kissain lake. 


HYDROCHELIDON NIGRA (L.). 
Common, and breeds in several localities. 


HyprocHELipon LEUCOPTERA (Schinz). 
In May 1882 an adult specimen was shot near Johan- 


nisbure. 


STERNA MINUTA, L. 
Löffler records the occurrence of this Tern in East Prussia, 


but I did not see it anywhere. 


STERNA HIRUNDO, L. 
Breeds in many places. 


STERNA casrIa, Pall. 
I saw a single specimen of this Tern in September 1882 


among a lot of Sterna hirundo, but could not shoot it. 


Rissa TRIDACTYLA (L.). 
Obtained several times near Pillau in winter. 


Larus MINUTUS, Pall. 

This pretty little Gull is not rare in autumn. I shot it in 
the first plumage early in August, and late in November iu 
full winter plumage. Many years ago it was found breeding 
not far from Danzig, and I have always suspected that it 
still breeds somewhere in the most north-eastern part of 
Germany. This becomes more probable since Herr Lindner 
observed it on the Kurische Nehrung in 1890 during the 


breeding-season. 


LARUS RIDIBUNDUS, L. 
Breeds in large colonies. 


LARUS CANUS, L. 
Common along the coast during the winter. 
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Larus Fuscus, L. 
Common along the coast during the winter. 


Larus marinus, L. 
Not rare on the sca in winter, but much rarer than 
L. fuscus. 


Larus arcentatus, Brünn. 
Not rare in winter, but apparently does not breed in this 
country. 


Larus eiaucus, Brünn. 
Extremely rare. A specimen was killed on the coast in 
the winter of 1882, which I have examined. 


LARUS LEUCOPTERUS, Faber. 
A young specimen was killed long ago near Pillau. 


STERCORARIUS PARASITICUS (L.). 
Not common along the coast in winter, somewhat less 
rare in October. 


STERCORARIUS POMATORHINUS (Tcemm.). 
Very rare. A specimen shot near Pillau. 


Popiceps rLuviaTILIS, Tunst. 
Not rare in summer on small ponds. 


PopicErs NIGRICOLLIs (Brehm). 
Breeds on some lakes, especially in the eastern parts. As 
a rule many nests are placed close together, 


Popicers auritus, L. 
Has been shot a few times on passage, but docs not breed. 


PODICEPS GRISEIGENA, Bodd. 

This species has been recorded as breeding in East Prussia 
by Rathke and others. I did not find it in summer, but it 
has been shot occasionally on passage. 


Popicers cristatus, L. 
Breeds in large colonics on the Haffs and many lakes. 


Generally many nests are near together, but occasionally a 
single pair inhabits a lake or pond. 
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CoLYMBUS SEPTENTRIONALIS, L. 
Common on the sea in winter. 


CoLYMBUs arcticus (L.). 

This species is not rare in winter. Several adult speci- 
mens have been seen and procured in summer during the 
brecding-time, and therefore it seems very probable that 
this species occasionally nests within the limits of North- 
eastern Germany. Bock (1778) says that “ Anser colymbus” 
has been caught near Friedrichstein in June; he, no doubt, 
refers to the present species. It has been observed several 
times on lakes in Pomerania, and I shot an adult female 
on the 29th July on the Frische Haff, which had laid eggs 
not long before, to judge from the dissection. 


Merevuuus ae (L.). 
Has been shot a few times on the sea, but is a great rarity 
for East Prussia. 


URIA GRYLLE (L.). 
A regular but not common winter visitor along the coast. 


Uria tomvia (L., 1758). 

Uria troile, L. 

Has been shot near Danzig, but not, so far as I know, on 
the East Prussian coast. 


ALCA TORDA, L. 
Not very rare in winter on the Baltic Sea and on the 


Haffs. 


XLII.—On a little-known Species of Lark, of the 
Genus Otocorys. By Ernst HARTERT, 


(Plate XIIL.) 


When preparing the Catalogue of the Birds of the 
Senckenberg Museum at Frankfurt-a.-M., I found in the 
Collection a stuffed specimen of a Lark, no doubt belonging 
to the genus Ofocorys. As it was of an eutirely unknown 


